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seriously disturb the reader; and then, 'Sensus Communis,
or Essay on the Freedom of Wit and Humour,3 in which
he vindicates his celebrated paradox that 'Raillery,' or
ridicule, is 'the Test of Truth,' and himself applies it,
by way of example, to the philosophy of 'Selfishness' as
propounded by Hobbes, and embodied in the writings of
Montaigne and Rochefoucauld. In 1710, followed his
* Soliloquy, or Advice to an Author;' the double title
denoting that the advice is to himself. The essay contains
a body of reflections, often very searching and impressive,
on the self-deceptions and disguises which deform the
truth of things in life, in literature, and in philosophy, and
beneath which it is the business of honest authorship to
pierce. This closes the series of his more considerable
writings; the minor pieces which form the third volume of
his collected works need not be separately specified.

Shaftesbury would seem to have laid out for himself too
studious a life to be compatible in his estimation with the
claims of a married man of rank; and it was with some
reluctance that he yielded at last to the remonstrances of
friends, and in 1709 wedded his cousin,-Jane Ewer, who
became the mother of the fourth earl, an only child. The
marriage does not appear to have been sufficiently happy
to effect the husband's complete conversion. With an
exceptional temperament and a contemplative turn of mind,
he had probably judged better for himself than his friends
for him. In 1711, a serious failure of health drove him
once more to Italy: at Naples he rallied sufficiently to busy
himself with revising and completing his writings, first
issued in that year under their collective title of * Character-
istics of Men, Manners, Opinions, Times,' though in the
later editions augmented by some supplementary matter,
and reaching their final form in 1732. This, however,
he did not live to see. After a year's reprieve since his
departure from England, his strength finally collapsed,
and he died at Naples, February 4, 1713. Three years
after his death appeared some letters of his, addressed in